Pathogenesis of allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis in cystic fibrosis: current understanding and future directions.
Allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis (ABPA) is an allergic disease characterized clinically by wheezing, pulmonary infiltrates, bronchiectasis, and fibrosis that affects patients with asthma and cystic fibrosis (CF). Although this disease has been characterized by a Th2 immune response to Aspergillus, the disease has some features such as central bronchiectasis which is not seen in other Th2 driven lung diseases such as atopic asthma. Here we will review the current pathophysiology of ABPA in CF and highlight new molecules that may affect immune responses against Aspergillus and ABPA disease pathogenesis.